
 
 

SME - MINNESOTA SECTION ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

Wednesday, April 17, 2024 

1500-1600 

DECC Conference Room 

 

Attendance: Kurt Doran, Jordan Erickson, Katie Larson, Roger Schulz, Jon Maki, Katrina 

Davis, Ryan Siats, Nicole Everson, Jim Tieberg, Paul Eger, Kat Tew, Latisha Gietzen, Nick 

Sosalla, Lisa Rudstrom, Doug Learmont 

SME: Justin Courtney, Raven Refuerzo, Vanessa Pighetti 

 

1. Approve 2024 Meeting Agenda 

Motion to Approve as amended. 

Kurt 

 Second Ryan  

 Passed Unanimously 

2. Approve 2022 Meeting Minutes 

Motion to Approve as amended. 

 Ryan 

 Second Jim 

 Passed Unanimously 

 

3. Conference Update 

Preliminary numbers to be added post meeting- Vanessa  
• Total Attendance - 975 
• New Members -  147 
• Short Courses – attendance for all three 

                                Environmental: Tribal Sovereignty & Engagement – 63  
                        Fugitive Dust: Mechanics, Mitigation, Modeling, & Moving Forward - 25 
                        Process Modeling: Introduction and Case Studies - 15 

• Field Trips – attendance for the two 
                                Talon Metals – Tamarack Nickel Project - 25 
                        The Geology and Geomorphology of the Duluth Area - 19 

• Welcome Reception – total attendance (or best guess) Just over 400 participants  
• K-12 Teacher Track – total number of teachers – 11 teachers 
• Tradeshow – total number of vendors 

                                167 Booths 
                                142 Exhibiting Companies 
                                Exhibitor Revenue: $167,500 
                                Sponsorship Revenue: $54,550 

Silent Auction – total raises $1,590 donated to SMEF 



 Shalea to include Duluth vs. Virginia questionnaire on conference survey 

 

4. Section Updates: 

 

5. Treasury & Investment Update  

Motion to approve Finances and Report 

 Roger 

 Ryan 

 Passed Unanimously  

 

6. Subsection and Committee updates 

a. Northern Subsection – EarthFest 4/20, summer picnic 

b. Southern Subsection – no update 

c. Scholarship Committee 

d. Student Affairs- Lack of faculty advisors is causing disconnects and a loss of the 

programs. Outreach needed to fix the issues.  Kat Tew discussed SME’s Student 

Member Affairs Committee, her role as chair 

7. Current Officers 

a. Chair – Katie Larson  

b. Vice Chair –Kurt Doran 

c. Past Chair – Katrina Davis 

d. Secretary – Roger Schulz 

e. Treasurer – Jim Tieberg 

f. Director – Auston Siekkinen 

g. Director – Ryan Siats 

h. Director – Paul Eager 

i. Director – Jordan Erickson 

 

8. Election of Officers 

a. Chair – Kurt Doran 

b. Vice Chair – Jordan Erickson 

c. Past Chair – Katie Larson 

d. Secretary – Roger Schulz 

e. Treasurer – Jon Maki 

f. Director – Katrina Davis 

g. Director – Ryan Siats 

h. Director - Nicole Everson 

i. Director – Jessica Hoy 

 

Call for nomination of Officers was officially announced by Kathryn three times.   

Motion to approve Jim 

Roger 

Passed unopposed  

 

9. Other Business Items- Kurt 



Location and Dates next 1-2 months 

Invest our funds wisely and put them to use by forming a committee  

Monthly review of minutes post meeting moving forward 

10.  Adjourn 

Motion to adjourn Katrina 

Second by Kathryn 

Passed Unanimously  

 

The meeting closed at 3:55pm 

 

 

 
 
 


